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Presentations by Dr. Wei Li, Director of Confucius Institute in Coquitlam

COVID-19 has changed our world but it has not changed the passion of our educators for
their efforts and determination to provide the quality of education to our students. They have
continued to do so through teaching online, sharing their online teaching experiences and
strongly supporting each other.

On June 27, 2020, Dr. Wei Li, the director of Confucius Institute in Coquitlam, was
invited by Canada University Chinese Teacher Association to provide a presentation with the
title “The Success and Challenges of Edmonton Chinese Bilingual Program”. The presentation
covered the following topics: 1. Overview of Edmonton Chinese Bilingual Program; 2. The
Success of Edmonton Chinese Bilingual Program; 3. The Challenges of Edmonton Chinese
Bilingual Program; 4. The Bridging of University Chinese Program and School Chinese
Program; 5. The Impact of Second Language Learning on First Language Learning. During the
presentation, Dr. Li introduced briefly the history of Edmonton Chinese Bilingual Program
development, starting in 1982 and the size of the program now. Dr. Li explained the curriculum
and the set-up of the program as well as the impact of the program on career development. The
way of training Chinese teachers in Edmonton has also been shared. At the same time, Dr. Li
discussed the challenges we are facing, such as the shortage of teaching resources, dealing with
the diversity of language abilities of students in the classrooms, trying to make the teaching more
effective by increasing the interest and motivation of students as well as providing more effective
and quality teacher training programs. The presentation finally discussed the importance and
necessity to bridge the Chinese programs between universities and schools. The attendants had a
positive response to the presentation and expressed that it was very helpful and meaningful for
the further development of Chinese education in Canada.

On December 5, 2020, Dr. Wei Li was invited by Canada University Chinese Teacher
Association to provide a round-table workshop together with Dr. Liping Zhu from Calgary
Public Schools on how to seek for Chinese teaching position in public schools based on Alberta
situation. Dr. Wei Li taught in the Edmonton Chinese Bilingual Program for 17 years during
which he also served as the school program coordinator, substitute vice principal and principal.
And then, Dr. Wei Li became the Chinese language consultant of Edmonton Public Schools in
2008 and then the director of Confucius Institute in Edmonton. Dr. Liping Zhu taught Chinese
and English at two Calgary high schools for thirty years and served as the lead teacher. Dr. Zhu
was also involved in the development of Alberta Chinese resources and curriculum. These two
Chinese experts described the Chinese programs in Edmonton and Calgary including the Chinese
bilingual program and Chinese second language program, the size of the two programs as well as
the Chinese teacher teams. The qualifications to become Chinese teachers and the process of
how to apply for Chinese teacher positions were discussed. Many workshop attendants showed
great interest in the round-table workshop and asked many questions. Dr. Li responded to the
questions based on his rich experiences and used actual cases to provide useful information. He
stressed that it would be very important and crucial for the people who wanted to become
Chinese teachers to prepare themselves to show their passion and care for education and to
improve their personal teaching related skills. The workshop was very successful and helpful for
many attendants who were aiming to become Chinese teachers in the school system.



